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prescribed by section 113(a) (6), (7), or 
(8) of that act, then for purposes of sub-
title A of the Code, the basis shall be 
the same as the basis prescribed in the 
Revenue Act of 1934. For example, if 
after December 31, 1920, and in any tax-
able year beginning before January 1, 
1936, property was acquired by a cor-
poration by the issuance of its stock or 
securities in connection with a trans-
action which is not described in section 
112(b)(5) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1939 but which is described in section 
112(b)(5) of the Revenue Act of 1934, the 
basis of the property so acquired shall 
be the same as it would be in the hands 
of the transferor, with proper adjust-
ments to the date of the exchange.

§ 1.1052–3 Basis of property estab-
lished by the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1939. 

Section 1052(c) provides that if prop-
erty was acquired after February 28, 
1913, in a transaction to which the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1939 applied and 
the basis thereof was prescribed by sec-
tion 113(a) (6), (7), (8), (13), (15), (18), (19) 
or (23) of such Code, then for purposes 
of subtitle A of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954, the basis shall be the 
same as the basis prescribed in the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1939. In such 
cases, see section 113(a) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1939 and the regula-
tions thereunder.

§ 1.1053–1 Property acquired before 
March 1, 1913. 

(a) Basis for determining gain. In the 
case of property acquired before March 
1, 1913, the basis as of March 1, 1913, for 
determining gain is the cost or other 
basis, adjusted as provided in section 
1016 and other applicable provisions of 
chapter 1 of the Code, or its fair mar-
ket value as of March 1, 1913, whichever 
is greater. 

(b) Basis for determining loss. In the 
case of property acquired before March 
1, 1913, the basis as of March 1, 1913, for 
determining loss is the basis deter-
mined in accordance with part II (sec-
tion 1011 and following), subchapter O, 
chapter 1 of the Code, or other applica-
ble provisions of chapter 1 of the Code, 
without reference to the fair market 
value as of March 1, 1913. 

(c) Example. The application of para-
graphs (a) and (b) of this section may 
be illustrated by the following exam-
ple:

Example: (i) On March 1, 1908, a taxpayer 
purchased for $100,000, property having a use-
ful life of 50 years. Assuming that there were 
no capital improvements to the property, the 
depreciation sustained on the property be-
fore March 1, 1913, was $10,000 (5 years @ 
$2,000), so that the original cost adjusted, as 
of March 1, 1913, for depreciation sustained 
prior to that date is $90,000. On that date the 
property had a fair market value of $94,500 
with a remaining life of 45 years. 

(ii) For the purpose of determining gain 
from the sale or other disposition of the 
property on March 1, 1954, the basis of the 
property is the fair market value of $94,500 as 
of March 1, 1913, adjusted for depreciation al-
lowed or allowable after February 28, 1913, 
computed on $94,500. Thus, the substituted 
basis, $94,500, is reduced by the depreciation 
adjustment from March 1, 1913, to February 
28, 1954, in the aggregate of $86,100 (41 years 
@ $2,100), leaving an adjusted basis for deter-
mining gain of $8,400 ($94,500 less $86,100). 

(iii) For the purpose of determining loss 
from the sale or other disposition of such 
property on March 1, 1954, the basis of the 
property is its cost, adjusted for depreciation 
sustained before March 1, 1913, computed on 
cost, and the amount of depreciation allowed 
or allowable after February 28, 1913, com-
puted on the fair market value of $94,500 as 
of March 1, 1913. In this example, the amount 
of depreciation sustained before March 1, 
1913, is $10,000 and the amount of deprecia-
tion determined for the period after Feb-
ruary 28, 1913, is $86,100. Therefore, the aggre-
gate amount of depreciation for which the 
cost ($100,000) should be adjusted is $96,100 
($10,000 plus $86,100), and the adjusted basis 
for determining loss on March 1, 1954, is 
$3,900 ($100,000 less $96,100).

(d) Fair market value. The determina-
tion of the fair market value of prop-
erty on March 1, 1913, is generally a 
question of fact and shall be estab-
lished by competent evidence. In deter-
mining the fair market value of stock 
or other securities, due regard shall be 
given to the fair market value of the 
corporate assets as of such date, and 
other pertinent factors. In the case of 
property traded in on public exchanges, 
actual sales on or near the basic date 
afford evidence of value. In general, the 
fair market value of a block or aggre-
gate of a particular kind of property is 
not to be determined by a forced-sale 
price, or by an estimate of what a 
whole block or aggregate would bring if
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